
Traverse County Commission 

Regular Meeting 

September 16, 2014 

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Vice Chair, David Salberg. Other commissioners 

present included Don Appel, Jerry Deal, and Todd Johnson. Kevin Leininger was absent. The pledge was 

recited. The agenda was approved unanimously with the addition of general updates and general 

budget requests, as well as the time for the bid letting moved to 10:00 A.M. per the advertisement, 

upon a motion by Deal and second by T. Johnson. 

Larry Haukos/Highway Engineer- Haukos presented a department update. They completed the East Pier 

Pile and Cap and East Abutment. They’ve been graveling on TH #27. They’ve been working with the 

Dollymount Dairy project and evaluating road options. The road can accommodate between 7 tons and 

14 tons depending where they’re at. Haukos recommends they make it a 10 ton road and tile it. He also 

recommended they have an alternate road in case it fails. Projections for the costs are $1.2 million. He 

will check into a special fund at the state but if that is spoken for, the only other option is local dollars. 

This is not in the 5 year road plan or in the budget.  Concerns were raised about grading and it isn’t 

needed because it’s too dry. The route takes about 15 days so if they lay off a few days for rain they 

can’t cover the route. Haukos recommended the concerned constituents come in and visit about it and 

he can explain it. The roads are in pretty good shape. He also explained the request from the Watershed 

for engineering costs. It ended up being about 15% of total construction costs. Appel discussed gravel 

for sale from Lloyd Englund, in Rosholt. Its 6 miles from the reservation dam, so it’s really close.  

Bid Letting for the CP 14-01: Safe Room/Shelter and Restroom for Camping Area at Rosebud RV Park 

was completed. The FEMA estimated construction cost was $134,027.00. Two bids were received as 

follows: 

Dennis Spaulding Construction, Inc. $114,783.00 

Tradesmen Construction, Inc.  $227,412.00 

Upon a motion by Deal and second by Appel, the bid was awarded to Dennis Spaulding Construction, 

Inc. in the amount of $114,783.00. 

 

Peg Werner/Viking Library System- Werner was present with Terry Anderson, Wheaton Library Director 

and Bernice Piechowski, Browns Valley Library Director. The Viking Library System is a 37-year 

partnership between six counties and eleven libraries. She discussed the County contribution and what 

the dollars are used for. The taxes from the city are used for utilities, maintenance costs, and staff costs. 

70% of County dollars go to services throughout the system, such as non-resident reimbursement, 

automation, interlibrary loan, technical support, and delivery. 2013 circulation statistics for Traverse 

County totaled 71,912. T. Johnson stressed the great value Traverse County receives for their 

investment. Upon a motion by T. Johnson and second by Appel, the 2015 request for $31,223.00 was 

approved unanimously. Anderson and Piechowski both discussed their summer programs and the 

increasing attendance. The Browns Valley Library will be increasing their Broadband capacity as well. 



Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator- The minutes from September 2, 2014 Board meeting were 

approved unanimously upon a motion by Appel and second by Deal. The following bills were approved 

unanimously upon a motion by Appel and second by T. Johnson: 

HANCOCK CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO.,INC.  18,610.26 

MARK SAND & GRAVEL DAKOTA CO   7,112.33 

TRI COUNTY COOP    35,621.65 
TRUE NORTH STEEL    20,179.60 
Twin Valley Tire Wheaton, Inc.   9,515.70 
WHALEY EXCAVATING, INC.   20,713.00 
ZIEGLER, INC.     6,454.30 
CARDMEMBER SERVICE    3,009.07 

COMPUTER PROFESSIONALS UNLIMITED   3,498.81 

KRATOCHWILL & ANDERSON, P.A.   3,360.00 
OTTER TAIL POWER CO    2,779.25 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 2,583.22 
RESERVE ACCOUNT    3,000.00 

ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC   22,710.00 

 
Per M.S. 375.12, the number of claims totaling $2000.00 or less were 75, amounting to $34,342.52. 
Antrim distributed a memo she comprised of a phone conversation with Kevin Beyer, Federated 
Telephone. The subject was grant funding for fiber-optics for the Traverse Exchange in Graceville. The 
State of Minnesota has grant funding available. The telephone company must have a 50% local match. 
They would request the County bond for the match and they would pay for the bond, as an Economic 
Development opportunity as well as opportunity to bring Broadband to areas that have limited wireless 
options. The only cost to the county would be the cost to secure the bond. The Board tabled the topic 
and requested more information regarding how many potential households this might impact in 
Traverse County, the cost of the bond, and what other county projects are going on and being funded. 
Antrim also distributed a handout on Broadband Investment demands Return on Investment. Antrim 
distributed a copy of the Primewest Health reinvestment grant she applied for. It totalled $500,000.00 
and was based on the improved health conditions a new building would offer. We should know by 
October 1, 2014 if the grant was approved. Antrim distributed an update on the PrimeWest Insurance 
committee project as well as a Horizon Public Health update. She distributed information from a Roseau 
County resident regarding issues in that county. She distributed a draft brochure outlining the issues 
with the current courthouse and financial implications of the proposal to build a new courthouse. Appel 
requested the cost for building the project in 5 years be added, otherwise it was approved for 
distribution so that voters might have accurate information about the project and can also access the 
various studies on the county website, at www.co.traverse.mn.us.  Jim Smoger discussed using the 
Hallway of the courthouse and basement of 1974 addition for a Haunted House fundraiser for the 
Spanish Club. They would have adults supervise the locked offices, stairways, and any areas of potential 
concern for accidents. They usually use fog and strobe lights.  T. Johnson requested we ask the insurance 
company and county attorney before giving approval. LeAnn Peyton and Dianne Reinart discussed the 
concern for security and locks on the offices. Smoger indicated they would have an adult monitoring 
those offices. Primewest Health requested either a county seal to put on a flag or a county flag for their 
new building. The commissioners will follow up with them on that request. By consensus the Board 
approved a per diem for each commissioner that showed up to the Dollymount meeting that had been 
cancelled. 
Sandy Tubbs/Public Health- Tubbs appeared before the Board to present the Horizon Public Health 

Joint Powers Agreement. Last meeting there was a request to modify the section that addresses the 

formula to include “population-based” formula. With that amendment, a motion was made by Deal, 

seconded by T. Johnson, and passed the following resolution unanimously: 

http://www.co.traverse.mn.us/


WHEREAS, the Horizon Community Health Board was formed on January 1, 2011 as a joint powers entity 
organized under M.S. 471.59 and comprised of three member organizations including Douglas County, 
Pope County and the Stevens Traverse Grant Joint Public Health Board; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Horizon Community Health Board analyzed the benefits and risks of a fully integrated 5-
county Public Health organization and determined that maintaining a strong public health infrastructure 
and presence in the future can be best assured by integrating the staff and resources of the existing 
three separate Public Health Departments into a single Horizon Public Health organization, and 
 
WHEREAS, Douglas County, Pope County, Stevens County, Traverse County and Grant County each via 
resolution have pledged its commitment to the development and implementation of Horizon Public 
Health, a five-county integrated Public Health organization, and 
 
WHEREAS, the five Parties intend to have the Horizon Public Health Joint Powers Entity fully functioning 
by January 1, 2015,   
 
NOW, THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that Traverse County does hereby approve the Horizon Public 
Health Joint Powers Agreement and commit to participation in Horizon Public Health in accordance with 
the terms of the Joint Powers Agreement.. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the Traverse County Board and the designated Traverse 
County Board Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the Horizon Public Health Joint Powers Agreement on 
behalf of the Traverse County Board.    
 
 
Adopted this 16th day of September 2014 
 
________________________      __________          
Chair, Traverse County Board of Commissioners  Clerk to the Board 
 
Kit Johnson/Auditor/Treasurer- Johnson and Reinart appeared to discuss an Abatement Policy. Traverse 

County currently does not have one. It should promote the goals of consistency and fairness. Reinart 

distributed a draft copy for review. Reinart also distributed an Economic Development Tax Abatement 

Policy as well. She will bring final copies to the next meeting for approval.  K. Johnson discussed 

elections and mail ballots going out on Friday. They will be doing a lot of testing of the ballots. The audit 

is wrapping up and they will be doing a conference call exit meeting. Many properties have been 

forfeited so a sale will be forthcoming. He should have a list for review at the next Board meeting.   

Clarence Juelich appeared before the Board to request funding for 2015 for the Wheaton Museum. He 

presented figures for Big Stone, Grant, and Traverse. Big Stone provides approximately $3.90 per 

resident, Grant provides approximately $4.50 per resident, and Traverse currently provides 

approximately $.72 per resident. He would request the County Appropriation go from $2,500 to $5,000. 

Appel stated that if the Board gives the Traverse County Appropriation in Wheaton an increase, they 

would need to do the same for Browns Valley. T. Johnson addressed the request as reasonable and all of 

the volunteer hours provided. Upon a motion by T. Johnson and second by Appel, the increase for 2015 

was granted unanimously for both Wheaton and Browns Valley in the amount of $5,000.00 each.  



George Ahlsten appeared before the Board requesting continued support to complete Co Road 11 

project. He indicated the funding is there and wanted to know if the Board was still committed to it. 

Appel indicated that it is still going forward and Larry Haukos also indicated it is. Appel discussed other 

issues in the county but the vote was taken and they still plan to honor that in 2015. Haukos reviewed 

the budget and other construction projects and funding associated with them.  

The Board discussed the 2015 Budget.  K. Johnson distributed a preliminary budget with an increase of 

6.19%. Law Enforcement does have two new cars and an extra deputy in the budget.  Appel asked if law 

enforcement could have a roster for on-call or a part-time deputy as needed. Plautz discussed a need for 

a day time deputy. Salberg indicated an extra deputy is still in question. “We’ve made it through four 

years without it so maybe we should try it another year or two,” he said. Plautz indicated the difficulty is 

that he doesn’t want to short the staff yet knows the constituents don’t want it. It is currently in the 

preliminary budget. Salberg asked about the Chief Deputy being appointed by the Sheriff and whether it 

can be advertised. Wright explained the two appointed positions by statute are the Confidential 

Assistant and Chief Deputy. Wright also said they would not be requesting another deputy if it truly 

wasn’t needed. Antrim indicated there was an increase built into the Commissioner per diems that they 

have not decided on yet either. There is also some grant money from the MN 21st CCLC grant that can 

offset some of Melissa Persing’s time in Extension and also some Social Service costs. Upon a motion by 

Appel and second by T. Johnson, the Sheriff’s Office was unanimously approved  to start the process of 

replacing Brion Plautz with a deputy, because the process takes considerable time. Haukos discussed 

out-building costs.  Upon a motion by Appel and second by T. Johnson, a preliminary levy was approved 

unanimously at 6.19%. Antrim notified the Board of the Association of Minnesota County Commissioner 

Conference in December.  

Attested to by: 

________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Rhonda Antrim/County Coordinator  Dave Salberg/Vice-Commissioner Chair 

 


